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quickly followed with other flights, on July 6, 1908, remaining in the air for twenty and a half minutes. L6on Delagrange also was at this period making flights.
These experiments, however, were eclipsed in America by the Wright Brothers. Orville Wright accomplished a flight of over an hour's duration as long ago as September 9, 1908, and on September 12 stayed up for one hour and fourteen minutes. Then Wilbur Wright went to France and began his remarkable series of .flights, often taking up passengers with him. Half-hour and even hour flights were very common : and on December 31 Wilbur
FIG. 17.   WRIGHT'S GLIDING APPARATUS
This differs from Chanute's and others in having no tail or "stabilizer."
Wright flew for two hours and nineteen minutes, and all the world wondered. Wright also demonstrated that pupils could become adept after spending a few hours in the air; and his pupils in their turn became teachers.
To Farman belongs the distinction of making the first-cross-country journey in an aeroplane. On October 31, 1908, he flew from Chalons to Rheims, a distance of sixteen miles, in twenty minuses.
From one achievement to another aviation made progress until, slowly, the public began to think there was " something in it " after all. France was in advance of England in this respect, playing her usual enviable role of pioneering. France's record, as in the motor